
 
 

District of Columbia Commission on the Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday 
Conference Call Minutes 

August 6, 2014 
 
Participants: 
Commission Members: Chairman Cynthia Brock-Smith, Denise Rolark Barnes, Chuck Hicks, 
Lee Brian Reba, Douglass Sloan, Lionell Thomas   
Staff: Sharon Anderson, Office of the Secretary 
 
Call to Order 

• Chairman Cynthia Brock-Smith called the meeting to order at 1:05 PM.  The purpose of 
the call is to discuss preparations for Bayard Rustin and James Baldwin-Freedom 
Fighters and Friends. 

 
Program Outline 

• The program will start at 6:30 with welcome remarks from Commissioners Cynthia 
Brock-Smith and Lionell Thomas.  Their greetings will be from the Commission on the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday and the Commission on the Arts and Humanities, the 
sponsoring organizations. 

• The interactive portion of the event will be the documentary film interspersed with live 
performers.   

• The panel discussion will focus on Rustin and Baldwin, race relations in the District of 
Columbia, statehood, and the general state of civil rights.  Commissioner Denise Rolark 
Barnes will serve as moderator and Chairman Cynthia Brock-Smith will be on the panel. 

 
Outreach 

• Eventbrite is being used to send invitations and to track registrations. 
• The Commission’s Facebook and Twitter accounts will announce the event.   
• Links to social media and the flyer will be sent to Commissioners so that they can share 

with their networks. 
 
Commissioners’ Roles 

• Identify special guests for reserved seating and greet them the evening of the event. 
• Broadly distribute the information.  

 
The meeting adjourned at 1:40 PM. 
 
 
 
 


