
 
 

District of Columbia Commission on the Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday 
Meeting Minutes 

200 I Street SE    Washington, DC 20003 
July 2, 2014 

 
Participants: 
Commission Members: Chairman Cynthia Brock-Smith, Earl Fowlkes, Crispus Gordon III, 
Burnell Holland, Dexter Nutall, Monica Palacio, Douglass Sloan.   
Staff: Sharon Anderson, Office of the Secretary 
 
Call to Order 

• Chairman Cynthia Brock-Smith called the meeting to order at 1:05 PM.   
 
Review Minutes – June 4, 2014 

• Minutes from the June 4, 2014 meeting were reviewed and approved. 
 
Program Planning Committee Report 

• Program Planning Committee Chairman Lionell Thomas was not able to attend because 
he was appearing before the DC Council.  In his absence, Chairman Cynthia Brock-Smith 
provided the Committee’s report.   

 
Bayard Rustin and James Baldwin-Freedom Fighters and Friends 

• Based on feedback from the Commission’s last meeting, the Committee identified two 
available dates to hold the event:  August 18 or August 25.  

• Action Item:  The Commission selected August 18 for the event date. 
• Action Item:  Commission members are being asked to identify individuals and 

organizations to invite.  
 
Development Committee 

• Commissioner Lee Brian Reba was on medical leave and was not able to attend today’s 
meeting. 

• The funds for the Rustin/Baldwin event are being provided by the Executive Office of the 
Mayor through the Commission on the Arts and Humanities and the Office of the 
Secretary. 

• General discussion about the kind of event to be held in January 2015 and whether to 
focus on January 15th or the 19th. 

• The donation agreement process was explained as the means for fund raising to support 
an event.  
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Social Media Update 

• Sharon Anderson provided an update on the Commission’s social media 
• Through its social media, the Commission will tap into historical moments in Dr. King’s 

life, focus on Civil Rights issues, and target information to appeal to all generations. 
• The Education Committee is preparing facts, quotes, and information that can be posted 

on the Commission’s Facebook and Twitter sites. 
 
New Business 
 It was recommended that the Development and Planning Committees meet to identify ideas for 
the January 2015 event and identify potential fundraising supporters. 
 
Next Meeting  
The Commission will hold a conference call on August 6 to focus on preparations for the August 
18th event.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 1:58 PM. 
 
 
 
 


