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DI STRI CT OF COLUMBI A
+ + + + +

ALCOHCOLI C BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD
+ + + + +

VEETI NG

IN THE MATTER OF

Queen of the Moon, Inc.

1815 Col unbi a Road, NWwW Fact -
Retailer A - ANC 1C Fi ndi ng
Li cense No. 83118 Heari ng

(Li cense in Extended
Saf ekeepi ng)

May 1, 2014

The Al coholic Beverage Control
Board nmet in the Al coholic Beverage Control
Heari ng Room Reeves Buil ding, 2000 14th
Street, N.W, Suite 400S, Washington, D.C.
20009, Chairperson Ruthanne M Il er, presiding.

PRESENT:

RUTHANNE M LLER, Chai rperson
NI CK ALBERTI, Menber

M KE SI LVERSTEI N, Menber
HECTOR RODRI GUEZ, Menber

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433
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P-ROCEEDI-NGS

(2:43 p.m)

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: So the rest
of our afternoon is going to be devoted to
saf ekeepi ng hearings. W are going to be
dealing with a nunber of |icenses that have
been pl aced in safekeeping for an extended
period of tinme. And we are going to address
some of those licenses in the Adans Mrgan
nei ghbor hood thi s afternoon.

D.C. Oficial Code Section 25-791
deals with the tenporary suspension of |icense
into safekeeping and it requires |licensees to
surrender their license to the Board for
saf ekeepi ng whenever a license is
di sconti nued.

Many of the |icenses before us,
probably all of them have been in safekeeping
for an extended period of tinme with little or
no activity with regard to actual operations.

So we want to hear fromlicense

hol ders regarding the status of the Iicense.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433
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How | ong the |icense has been in safekeeping,
whet her you have conplied with the

requi renents of safekeepi ng by keeping your
renewal fees current.

And nost inportantly, the Board
wants to hear specific plans wwth regard to
returning to operations or alternatively
selling or transferring the license to a new
owner .

And if you have any exhibits or
anything that you will be wi shing the Board to
consider, Ms. \Wal ker over here will get them
fromyou

And we w ||l decide by the end of
the day, if not in this hearing, any type of
requi renents that we m ght inpose on your or
subm ssions that we mght require and the date
that we would be requiring themfor.

So what | just said, basically,
will apply to all |icensees that are appeari ng
before us today, but we wll start wth is it

Queen of the Moon, Inc.?

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433
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MS. ZHANG  Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay. (Good.
And you have an interpreter?

MS. ZHANG  Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. So
could you identify, you know, give us both
your nanes?

| NTERPRETER TANG M/ nane is
Janet Tang.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:.  Ckay.

| NTERPRETER TANG M/ nane is
Zhang Wén Wén.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  What is her
name?

| NTERPRETER TANG  Zhang Wn Wén
Last nanme Z-H A-N- G

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay. (Good.

Ckay. So we have in our records that your

i cense has been in saf ekeepi ng since Decenber

13, 2010. On, no, no, no, sorry, hold it.
W ong one.

VEMBER ALBERTI: Should we swear

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433
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in the Interpreter?

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  What ?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Should we swear--

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Wwell, she is
not under oat h.

MEMBER ALBERTI: The ot her person
isn"t, but I don't know whet her we shoul d j ust
take precautions for --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  You woul d
feel nore confortable?

MEMBER ALBERTI: | would feel nore
confortable.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Are you an
appoi nted --

| NTERPRETER TANG  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: -- interpreter?

| NTERPRETER TANG | ' m appoi nt ed.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. (Good.
That's fine. That's what | needed to know.
| would feel nore confortable if we swore in

the Interpreter.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433
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CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Okay. W

al ways swear in Interpreters when we have
heari ngs. People are under oath.

| NTERPRETER TANG Onh, sure.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER. COkay. She is
not going to be under oath, but --

| NTERPRETER TANG  Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. Just
to be safe. Wat is the | anguage?

| NTERPRETER TANG  Chi nese.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

| NTERPRETER TANG  Mandari n.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

Do you solemnly affirmthat you
wll faithfully and accurately interpret the
proceedings in this matter from Mandarin
Chi nese into English and English into Mandarin
Chinese to the best of your ability?

| NTERPRETER TANG | do.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. All
right. So your |icense, according to our

records, has been in safekeeping since

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433
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Novenber 3, 2010.

M5. ZHANG |'m not sure about the
status, because every tinme when | was request
to pay the fee, | just pay the fee.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Right. So
you have been paying your fees. Ckay. That's
anot her issue, but that's what we have. So
you don't owe any noney, but that's not the
I ssue.

MS. ZHANG  Every year | pay
$2, 600 managenent fee, that's inportant.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER It is. And
you have paid and that's good. Ckay. So
there is no problemw th that.

The problemis --

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: This license is
not for rent.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  You can't
keep a license in saf ekeeping, you know,
forever, for years, whatever.

M5. ZHANG Can | expl ain?

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Yes, that's

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433
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why you are here.

M5. ZHANG | bought the license
at year 2009. At that tinme, | wasn't sure --
| did not understand the process, so | only
bought the license, but | did not find a
proper store. But ever since | have been
| ooki ng, actively looking for a store.

And ever since | also express ny
w shes to the people who manage this |icense
and | asked themto help ne to look for a
pl ace.

Recently, | have hire two agents
to find proper place for ne. And one of the
pl ace we search was at 3277 M Street, N W,
and | have submit a request to ADS to see
whet her | should -- you know, that place is
allowed to operate a |iquor store.

Because | was told every tine |
find a proper place, | should send in inquiry
by email and get the proper |ike permt, |ike
a consensus fromthe Bureau. But this tine,

| did not -- after | send the email, | did not

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433
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get any response.

For this location on M Street, |
sent an email on April 10th.

' mal so negotiating with anot her
store owner at the location of 1216 H Street,
N.E., D.C. and the owner's nane is Lili Chung.
And the prem ses is under renovation and they
estimate it will be finished in about six
nont hs.

| have not stop |ooking. | have
been actively | ooking for a proper place.
It's not that easy to find a proper place to
operate a liquor store. Actually, |I'm paying
the fees and also | have to make a |living, so
| wanted to open the liquor store as soon as
| can.

And if this is what |'m working
wth the agents and the owners, if you want
t he agent and owners, the store owners' nane,
| can provide it. And if | cannot find a
proper place to open the liquor store in this

2014, | woul d be seeking another person to

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433
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sell the |icense.

You have any questions?

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Yes, we wi |
have sone questions. So you intend to open
the Iiquor store and run it yourself?

M5. ZHANG Yes, because | bought
a liquor store in 2003 and | run the store for
about a year and then | sold it.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  CGkay. So
three years is along tine. |Is there
sonet hing different now than at the begi nning?
| nmean, why is it taking three years?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Five years.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Five years?

MEMBER ALBERTI : 2009.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER. | have 2010.
What ? For four years.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Four and a half.

| NTERPRETER TANG  Ckay. Okay.

M5. ZHANG Ever since | bought
the license about four years ago, | have been

searching, but there are several issues that

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433
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make nme unable to find a proper place.

The first one is | was not very
famliar with the city, the geographic
surroundi ngs, so | have to ask friends and
people to recommend pl aces for ne.

And secondly, | have | anguage
I ssues, so | always have to ask people. Like
| trust friends to help ne to ook for a
pl ace.

And third was every tine | find a
pl ace and people recomend a place to ne, and
then there was i ssue about we have to get the
nei ghbor hood' s consensus and we have to put
down the deposit right away, but in between to
get all the consensus and approval and the
cost of waiting, it seens |like very |ong.

So those issues prevented ne to
make a qui ck decision in the past.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  All right.
I"'mgoing to | et other Board Menbers.

M5. ZHANG But | still | ooking.

["mstill |ooking.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433
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CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  kay.

O hers?

MEMBER ALBERTI: | just have one
guestion. Early in your statenents you said
that you spoke about soneone who nmanages the

license. What did you nean by that and who is

t hat ?
M5. ZHANG Can | check the nane?
MEMBER ALBERTI: Sure, please. MW
next question will be what, you know, does

t hat person do --

MS. ZHANG  Har per.

MEMBER ALBERTI: -- for you?

M5, ZHANG Joe Harper. Joe
Har per. You have?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Wat does
t hat person do for you?

| NTERPRETER TANG  Ckay. Okay.
Ckay. | need to translate it first.

M5. ZHANG Joe Harper was the
person and because he handl ed the transacti on,

so | asked his suggestions. At that tine, |

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433
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was a single nomand | had a son went to --
attending college and | told him| have
difficulties.

And so he said you should go to
| ook for the location, the store you are going
to operate first. And then we -- cone back to
us to see whether this is the place to operate
a |iquor store.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Wat is
M. Harper's business? | nean, what --

M5. ZHANG He works here in this
bui | di ng as a nmanager.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Al right.
Thank you.

M5. ZHANG So when they --

MEMBER ALBERTI: Wait, just one
nonment, pl ease.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

M5. ZHANG The nanme is Ms. Joey
Harper. [|t's a woman.

MEMBER ALBERTI: OCh, okay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433
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MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Now, | understand
that statenent. Thank you very nuch

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  All right.

So we have heard what you have had to say and
I think, basically, it was suggested before
that if you didn't open by the end of the
year, you were going to sell. And --

M5. ZHANG Yes, it's a plan

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Right. Ckay.
So our statute reads in ternms of six nonths.
And your |icense has been in safekeeping a
very long tine.

So | think that what the Board is
prepared to do is say we will have anot her
status in six nonths. And at that tine, you
should -- or before that even, you know,
before the hearing say 10 days before, submt
to us in witing proof that you have plans to
open a liquor store.

It doesn't nean that it has to be

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433
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open then, but you have to have real plans.
You know, a |ease with someone or an
agreenent, so we know you have that or
alternatively, plans to sell.

And if you neither open a |iquor
store or sell the license within a year, siXx
nmont hs after that, then the Board wll cancel
your |icense.

| NTERPRETER TANG  Ckay.

M5. ZHANG | understand the tine
l'ine.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

M5. ZHANG My question is if
after a year, like toward the end of the
period | put the license on the -- at to sell

if I cannot find a buyer in three nonths or
six nmonths, would that be a problen? Like how
we going to consider those?

MEMBER ALBERTI: She needs to put
it up for sale before then.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay. $So

what we are saying is in the next six nonths,

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433
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either find a place to open or start | ooking

for a seller, maybe at the sane tine. And

then we will have a status in six nonths. And
we want to see that you are actively doing one
or both those things.

| NTERPRETER TANG  Ckay.

M5. ZHANG  Under st and.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay. And
so, you know, we wll see you in six nonths
and you can ask --

M5. ZHANG  Thank you very nuch

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:  (Ckay.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER. Ckay. So you
will get sonething fromus. You know what to
do. And before the hearing, submt in witing
and we will look at it. Okay.

And we are dealing with lots of
cases |i ke yours this afternoon, you know, you
are not the only one.

| NTERPRETER TANG  Ckay.

M5. ZHANG Thank you so nuch

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433
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MS. ZHANG Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay. Thank
you. Good | uck.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Thank you.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the Fact-Finding
Hearing in the above-entitled matter was

concluded at 3:05 p.m)

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433
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